[Emergency surgery problems: selective decompression of esophagogastric varices].
The physiopathological premisses of portosystemic anastomosis and the modern approach to this question are explained. Stress is laid on the general and haemodynamic advantages offered by selective shunts and 6 cases (4 distal splenorenal and 2 coronarocava shunts) are presented. As yet the postoperative period is not long enough to enable a final judgement to be formed. However, it can be stated that the success of this form of management is primarily determined by the proper choice of candidates, i.e. patients with non-decompensated initial cirrhosis and unimpaired portal hepatic flow.